
September 17, 2020 

Special Session 

 

The Bellevue City Council met on Thursday, September 17, 2020 in Special Session at 6:00 

P.M. in the Council Chambers with Mayor Roger Michels presiding. Due to the COVID-19 virus 

and recommendation by the Governor and U.S. Center for Disease Control to practice social 

distancing, City Hall remained closed for the public meeting. However, public access was 

provided via telephone conference and the Bellevue Cable Local Access channel. The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited by all present. The roll was called as follows:  

 

PRESENT: Councilmembers Jayson Heiar, Lyn Medinger, Tammy Michels, Tim Roth and 

Tom Roth by phone. Also present were City Administrator/Clerk Abbey 

Skrivseth, Mark DeVries, Delbert Jackson, Roger Jackson and the following by 

phone: David Heiar, Nic Hockenberry, Gerald Jackson and Annie Mehl 

 

ABSENT:  None. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Mayor Roger Michels reviewed the Agenda and declared it approved. 

 

JACKSON PARK THIRD ADDITION – LAND PURCHASE 

Continued detailed discussion was had over Jackson Park Third Addition subdivision and 

whether the City is going to move forward with the land purchase. 

 

Attorney Mark DeVries spoke on behalf of the Jackson family. The Jacksons would like to see 

one addition to the proposed covenants: include the existing covenant regarding excess dirt from 

a lot, but the term ‘developer’ should be changed to Delbert, Gerald, or Roger Jackson. The 

Jacksons would also like documentation to clarify that Lot F will remain a City Park or else the 

Lot will be returned to the Jackson Family. Lastly, concerning the corner lot (number six) that 

Delbert Jackson will own: Delbert would like to have the option to make his address and front 

door on either street along his property.  The Council did not see a problem with the three 

requests. 

 

The Council then had a detailed discussion on when the Council would look to vote by 

Resolution on purchasing the property. If passed on September 21, then signed ‘Offer to Buy 

Real Estate and Acceptance’ agreements for the 15 lots would not be received before approving 

the resolution to purchase the land. If passed on September 28, then such agreements could be 

signed before the Council approved the resolution to purchase the land.  

 

DeVries pointed out that waiting an extra week would push back the closing date further and 

most likely not allow the Council to meet the 30-day requirement to award the lowest bid to 

Horsfield Constructions for development of the subdivision. Councilmember Tom Roth was the 

lone Councilmember not in favor of moving forward with the purchase until signed agreements 

for the lots were received; he would like to wait to pass the purchase resolution on September 28. 

 



Discussion followed regarding two-family dwellings in R-1 Single Family Residential Zoning. 

The Council discussed changing two-family dwellings from Special Exceptions to Permitted 

Principle Uses and Structures under R-1 Zoning. Recent housing studies have shown that there is 

a need for two-family and more affordable dwellings in Bellevue. The Council will place this 

topic on the September 21st Regular Session agenda and look to make a motion to recommend to 

the Planning and Zoning Commission that they consider amending the Zoning Ordinance 

accordingly. 

 

Heiar moved with a second by Michels to move forward authoring the negotiation of the 

purchase agreement for land in the Jackson Park Subdivision Third Addition, Lots 1-5, 7-16, E, 

& F with a resolution drafted for the September 21st Regular Session (before ‘Offer to Buy Real 

Estate and Acceptance’ agreements are received). Roll call vote as follows: 

 

AYES: Heiar, Michels, Lyn Medinger and Tim Roth 

 

NAYES: Tom Roth 

 

4/1 motion passed 

 

JACKSON PARK THIRD ADDITION – COVENANTS 

In addition to the Jackson’s request for the excess dirt covenant, the Council discussed two 

changes to the proposed covenants. Remove details about two-family dwellings and single-story 

houses and allow any structure to be built in the subdivision as outlined in the R-1 zoning. The 

Council also clarified that they would like to have the ‘Offer to Buy Real Estate and Acceptance’ 

earnest money for selling each lot at $12,000 as 15 lots at $12,000 each covers the cost of the 

land purchase price. 

 

Medinger moved with a second by Heiar to edit the proposed covenants and earnest money as 

outlined above. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 36-20 SETTING A DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE CITY 

OF BELLEVUE TO SELL REAL ESTATE PROPERTY (15 LOTS) IN THE JACKSON 

PARK THIRD ADDITION 

Tim Roth moved with a second by Tom Roth to approve Resolution No. 36-20 to hold a public 

hearing in Special Session on September 28. Roll call vote carried unanimously.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 36-20 

A RESOLUTION SETTING A DATE FOR THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR 

THE CITY OF BELLEVUE TO SELL REAL ESTATE PROPERTY (15 

LOTS) IN THE JACKSON PARK 3RD ADDITION 
 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Bellevue, Iowa is looking to purchase and develop 

infrastructure in the Jackson Park 3rd Addition in the City of Bellevue, Jackson County, Iowa due 

to the shortage of available and undeveloped lots for residential housing and the City will see that 



the necessary improvements are constructed to make such lots buildable and available for 

residential development; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds the sale of the real property will serve the public interest for 

the sale of the real property, lots 1-5 and 7-16; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 364.7 of the Code of Iowa requires that, before a city may dispose of an 

interest in real property by sale, the city must set forth its proposal in a resolution and publish 

notice as provided in Section 362.3, of the resolution and of a date, time and place of a public 

hearing on the proposal; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to set a date for a public hearing on the proposal to sell the Property, 

pursuant to Section 364.7 of the Code of Iowa; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that a public hearing thereon will be held in the 

Council Chambers on the 28th day of September 2020, at 6:30 p.m., at which time and place the 

Council will consider arguments for or against selling residential lots 1-5 and 7-16 in the Jackson 

Park 3rd Addition with a minimum purchase price of $45,000 per lot. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorized and directed to publish notice of 

such hearing in the manner specified in state law. 

 

Passed and Approved this 17th day of September, 2020. 

        ___________________________ 

        Roger Michels, Mayor  

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________________   

Abbey J. Skrivseth, City Administrator/Clerk 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
As there were no other matters on the agenda for discussion, Mayor Roger Michels adjourned the 

meeting at 6:54 P.M. 

 

             

City Administrator/Clerk                           Mayor  

 

 

 


